
     COURSE SYLLABUS  
 
 
STS 2400/001—Science, Technology and Society -- The Vietnam Era (MW 10:00-11:15am) 
CRN #5194 in room J-109 
Instructor: Roger Soiset, M.A.—office J-321; email RSoiset@spsu.edu; office hours M, W 8-10 
 
IMPORTANT DATES:  Last day to withdraw—June 13 

   
PREREQUISITES:  English 1011 (English Composition I) 
 
COURSE MATERIALS:  You will need access to a typewriter, word processor or computer.  All written work must be 
typed.  See reading list for options.  
 
COURSE PHILOSOPHY: 
 
Recent events as well as less recent international developments find U.S. politicians, news commentators 
and spokesmen for various interest groups referring to “another Vietnam” and the “Vietnam syndrome”.  
For nearly thirty years since the last American troops came home, perpetrators of violence are still 
identified as Vietnam veterans suffering wartime flashbacks, even though not all who claim this had in 
fact served.  Soldiers, sailors, airmen and marines suffered indignities at the hands of the people they 
were in theory protecting—their fellow Americans.  Textbooks still in many cases devote more space to 
the war protests of the time than to the war itself, its causes and its conclusion.  What was it about this 
period in history that caused such a rejection of national policy, national leaders, servicemen and 
servicewomen? 
 
The purpose of the course is to explore this question by examination of the science and technology that was developed and 
utilized during the years 1954-1975 and how this influenced and was influenced by the society of the time.  Coinciding with 
science and technology are political, military and diplomatic issues that must also be explored in order to gain an 
understanding.   
 
COURSE GOALS: 
1. You should be able to identify and evaluate competing views and the information supporting them.  You should be able to 

.formulate your own opinion on complex issues and to communicate views clearly in both oral and written format, and to 
support that position with relevant evidence. 

2. You should be able to recognize the ways in which science and technology have been shaped by, and have helped to 
shape, society and culture.  You should be able to apply STS concepts to the scientific disciplines and technologies 
relevant to your major. 

3. You should be able to effectively participate in multidisciplinary groups.       
 
The goals will be achieved by using lectures, assigned readings, discussion groups, oral presentations and written exercises. 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
Regular attendance is expected and roll will be taken every class.  Anyone with two  unexcused absnces will automatically 
have his/her grade dropped one letter (ten points).  Three or four unexcused absences will result in a drop of TWO LETTER 
GRADES.  Excused absences will include jury duty, Reserve duty, and verifiable serious illness.  Traffic court is not a valid 
excuse.  Late arrivals—two lates equals one absence.  Sleeping in class equals an absence.      
COURSE COMPONENTS/WEIGHTS: 
  
Take-home project…………10% 
Annotated bibliography……15% 
Position paper………………30% 
Class participation…………10% 
Oral presentation…………..35% 
 
 



 
TECHNOLOGICAL AREAS TO BE EXAMINED: 
Communications (from small unit radios to electronic intelligence) 
Weapons (from individual weapons to Agent Orange)  
Aircraft (from the “Huey” to the SR-71) 
Medicine (from trauma to disease control) 
Computers and their growing capabilities/applications 
Missiles and Satellites (from ICBMs & ABMs to space exploration)   
 
EXPLANATION OF TERMS: 
 
Annotated bibliography and Position Paper 
Once a research topic has been approved, you will develop a reading list on that topic.  Each source you will be using on your 
research paper, and you will identify the material contained therein with  two or three sentences.  This will enable the reader to 
evaluate the contents and the extent to which it was used in the paper.  Bibliography to be turned in prior to presentation on 
assigned date.   Paper format is not critical as long as it is grammatically correct and it can be discerned where your material is 
from.  No electronic transmissions will be accepted, nor will a paper on disk.  The position paper should only reflect your 
portion of any team effort.   Late papers will be subject to ten points’ deduction per class meeting.   Papers will not be returned, 
so if you want a copy returned, hand in a duplicate.  
 
Oral presentation 
Papers to be turned in on assigned date for presentation.   If a team has developed the topic, all members must present part of 
the topic.  Visual aids not required.  Each presentation (each person) should be between ten and fifteen minutes.  All others in 
the class will evaluate the presentations of other groups/individuals.  Evaluation forms will be provided.  
 
BONUS POINTS 
The team/individual receiving the highest evaluation total will receive five points bonus on their/his/her presentation.    
 
TEXTBOOKS:  AmericaÕs Lost War/Vietnam: 1945-1975 by Charles E. Neu 
  Whitewash/Blackwash  by B. Laurie and R.J. del Vecchio 
 
SUGGESTED READING LIST  
Sideshow, William Shawcross 
Years of Upheaval, Henry Kissinger 
The Price of Power, Seymour Hirsch  
Better Times Than These, Winston Groom 
Vietnam: A History, James Karnow 
Fields of Fire, James Webb 
The Two-Dollar Bill, Roger Soiset 
Decent Interval, Frank Snepp 
In Retrospect, Robert McNamara 
Stay Alive, My Son, Pin Yathay 
The Perfect War: Tte Technowar in Vietnam, James Gibson 
In the Jaws of History, Bui Diem 
The Cold War and American Science, Stuart Leslie 
Society and Technological Change, Rudi Volti 
The Military-Industrial Complex: A Historical Perspective, Paul Koistinen 
Science and the Navy; The History of the Office of Naval Research, Harvey Sapolsky  
Military Enterprise and Technological Change: Perspectives on the American Experience, Merritt R. Smith, ed. 
Inventing Accuracy: A Historical Sociology of Nuclear Missile Guidance, Donald MacKenzie 
Science, Technology and the Military, Everett Mendelsohn, Merritt R. Smith and Peter Weingart, eds, 
Ending the Vietnam War: the Vietnamese Communists’ Perspective, Ang Chen Guan 
Triumph Forsaken: The Vietnam War 1954-1965, Mark Moyar  
Take-home project/ Reading Assignments 
 
Essays and documents in the course textbook will be the core of class discussions in addition to readings from the list above 
and from other sources developed by students in their research.  On at least one occasion students will be asked to write a 



summary of a specific essays or documents and give their analysis of bias/technology/tactical change/political influence on the 
topic dealt with in the reading assignments.  Comments on outside readings if relevant to the topic are welcome.       
 
 
CELL PHONES & PAGERS 
Interruptions by audible cell phones will be penalized a one-point deduction in the offender’s course average per occurrence. 
Those who leave class to answer a silent page or vibrate-option on a cell phone will be expected to remain out of class until a 
break.  Rule of thumb: if there is a true emergency and you must remain in contact with someone,  should you be called it 
would be expected that you would not return; ideally you should be able to turn off your equipment for the duration of a class.  
 
 
 
  Possible Topics for Vietnam Era class project: 
 
PBRs (patrol boats, river) and the “brown water navy” 
Helicopters—UH-1, Chinook, Cobra and their successors 
Aircraft other than helicopters 
M-16 rifle—its politics, problems and development 
AK-47 rifle—the gun we loved to hate 
Disease control—malaria, “fever of unknown origin”, VD, etc. 
The tunnels of Cu Chi (and others) 
Agent Orange, also Agent Purple—goals, problems, after-effects 
Special Forces—tactics, weapons, evaluation; are they the future? 
Armor—tanks and APCs in an unfriendly environment 
Chemical Weapons (other than Agent Orange) 
Satellite Communications (MARS, et. al.) 
Small Unit Communications (PRC-10, 25, 77) 
MEDCAP and CORDS programs 
Chain Gun/Mini-gun development and evolution  
Night Vision—from Starlight to Science Fiction 
ELINT (electronic sourceintelligence) 
HUMINT (human source intelligence) 
Vehicles—from the JEEP and APC to the Humvee and Bradley 
The media in Vietnam—Fair and balanced? 
Medical care—MEDEVACs, trauma centers, and recovery/rehabilitation 
Power sources in Vietnam—Coal, Hydroelectric, Oil, Nuclear…?  
Aerial Bombs—dumb bombs, smart bombs 
Land mines—problems, solutions, regrets 
Spying and the intelligence war 
The Phoenix Program 
The Cambodian Incursion  
The Strategic Hamlet Program 
Treaties—Geneva Convention, Paris Peace Accords & the Kissinger Letter 
The “Secret War” in Laos 
The MIA/POW controversy 
The Anti-War Movement 
The Ho Chi Minh Trail 
The Assassination of Ngo Dinh Diem 
The Tet Offensive of 1968 
The Draft—how it worked, why the protests, and might it come back? 
Emigrants and refugees—the camps, the boats and the politicians 
 


