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 Kwasi Densu (ABD)             Fall 2007 
I nst r uct or , SPSU       
Email: kdensu@spsu.edu 
Class Days: Monday Wednesday 
 

Gl ob al  I ssu es 
 
 
Course I nt roduct ion 

 

I n simple t er ms t his cour se seeks t o addr ess critical issues f acing t he 
cont empor ar y wor ld.  We will make an at t empt  t o explor e and engage r elevant  
t heor ies and concept s t hat  ar e usef ul in helping us t o under st and t he mult iple social 
and envir onment al challenges f acing human communit ies acr oss t he globe.  
 
Wit hout  quest ion we live in what  many descr ibe as t he er a of  Òglobalizat ionÓ. Global 
war ming, economic expansion, nat ional secur it y, f ood shor t ages and abundance, 
t er r or ism, social act ivism, t echnological innovat ion, t he debt  cr isis, et hnic cleansing, 
dr ought , ur banizat ion, t he AI DS cr isis, populat ion explosions and mass migr at ion, 
peak oil, et c., ar e salient  issues t hat  impact  human communit ies acr oss nat ional 
bor der s. The concept  of  globalizat ion however , is of t en vague. Too of t en popular  
def init ions of  globalizat ion f ail t o give insight  int o t he Ònut s and bolt sÓ associat ed 
wit h t he pr ocess. Quest ions like is globalizat ion new? What  ar e it s social and 
envir onment al dimensions? Who benef it s? Who gives leader ship t o t he pr ocess and 
on what  t er ms, ar e not  of t en addr essed in a manner  t hat  is clear  and 
compr ehensive.  
 
Wit hin t he cont ex t  of  t his class we will explor e t hese quest ions wit h a specif ic 
emphasis on how our  Òper sonalÓ lives and social choices shape and ar e impact ed by 
t he Òf or cesÓ of  globalizat ion.   
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Lear ning Out comes 

 
St udent s will be able t o: 
 

1. I dent if y and descr ibe some maj or  poli t ical, economic, social and 
envir onment al issues conf r ont ing t he global communit y.  

 
2. Evaluat e maj or  t hr eat s t o peace and st abilit y in t he wor ld t oday, and be able 

t o discuss t he under lying r easons f or  a lack of  r esolut ion. 
 

3. Under st and t he r ole of  power  and milit ar y f or ce in global af f air s and 
limit at ions t o t he use of  f or ce. 

 
4. Evaluat e t he demogr aphic, economic, and et hno-nat ional dimensions t o issues 

of  development . 
 

Requir ed Text book 

 
Richar d H. Robbins 2004.  Talking Point s On Global I ssues:  A Reader , Pear son 
Educat ion, I nc. 

Suggest ed Text  
 
Robbins, Richar d H.  Global Problems and the Culture of Capitalism, 3r d edit ion 
Pear son Educat ion, I nc. 
 
Mander , J er r y and Edwar d Goldsmit h edit or s. The Case Against  The Global 
Economy:  And For  A Tur n Towar ds Localizat ion, 2nd edit ion London: Ear t hscan 
Publicat ions 
 
Cavanagh, J ohn and J er r y Mander  edit or s.  2004. Alt er nat ives t o Economic 
Globalizat ion:  A Bet t er  Wor ld I s Possible, 2nd edit ion San-Fr anciso: Ber r et t -
Koehler  Publisher s 
 
Moor e, Mike. 2001. A Wor ld Wit hout  Walls:  Fr eedom,  Development ,  Fr ee Tr ade 
and Global Gover nance. Cambr idge: Cambr idge Univer sit y Pr ess 
 

Usef ul Websit es 

 
1. Global Problems and the Culture of Capitalism 

ht t p:/ / f acult y.plat t sbur gh.edu/ r ichar d.r obbins/ legacy/  
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2. Globalization: A Core Collection And More 

ht t p:/ / www.uf lib.uf l.edu/ cm/ business/ books/ globalbks.ht m 
 

3. Globalization 101.org: A Student’s Guide to Globalization 
ht t p:/ / www.globalizat ion101.or g/ index .ht ml 

 
4. International Forum on Globalization ht t p:/ / www.if g.or g/  

 
5. Global Policy Forum ht t p:/ / www.globalpolicy.or g/  

 
6. United Nations ht t p:/ / www.un.or g/  

 

Cour se Evaluat ion 
 

# Assignment Grade Percentage 
1.  3 Exams 75% (25% each) 

2.  Cr it ical Ar t icle Analysis 25% 

3.  Pop Quizzes + or  Ð N point s 

 
Class Cult ur e & I nst r uct ion St yle 
 
I n many ways t his class will be unor t hodox. The cent r al goal of  t he cour se is t o 
develop wit hin st udent s a t hought f ul, inf or med, humanist ic appr oach t o 
under st anding t he mult iple pr oblems f aced by human communit ies acr oss t he globe. 
We will at t empt  t o encour age you t o r ef lect  deeply upon your  own cult ur al values 
and assumpt ions concer ning lif e, human development  and social conf lict  t hr ough t he 
cr eat ion of  an at mospher e t hat  personalizes what  we ar e st udying. Class discussions 
will be or ganized in a manner  t hat  encour ages cr it ical dialogue. This includes 
t hought f ul discussion and obviously debat e. The cour se syllabus is simply a guide. 
Alt hough you ar e held r esponsible f or  t he r eading mat er ial i t  is imper at ive t hat  you 
at t empt  t o engage it  t hr ough your  own hist or ical exper iences. We will of t en 
Òdeviat eÓ f r om t he r eadings t o include ot her  t opics t hat  can give us gr eat er  insight  
int o t he issues being discussed. I n many ways t his is t he Òhear t Ó of  t he classr oom 
exper ience. Finally, images ar e ext r emely impor t ant . They of t en br ing us closer  t o 
Òr eal li f eÓ so t o speak. For  t his r eason t his class uses mult i-media r esour ces 
(par t icular ly videos) extensively.  
 
 
 
 



 4 

Exams 
 
Over  t he cour se of  t he semest er  t hr ee exams will be given. Each exam will cover  
t he maj or  issues, concept s and ar gument s associat ed wit h t he associat ed sect ions, 
class not es, video pr esent at ions and class discussions. Each exam is wor t h 25% of  
your  f inal gr ade. The f inal exam (3r d exam) is not a compr ehensive exam. I t  wi ll 
cover  sect ion I I I  of  our  syllabus. 
 
Pop Quizzes 
 
Pop quizzes will be given t hr oughout  t he cour se of  t he semest er . Depending on your  
pop quiz aver age, your  f inal gr ade will be impact ed posit ively or  negat ively by a 
maximum of five points. The pur pose of  pop quizzes is t o ensure t hat  you ar e 
reading, taking notes and engaging in critical reflection consistently t hr oughout  
t he semest er . See scale below.  

 
Quiz Average Points 

95-100 +5 

90-95 +4 

85-89 +3 

80-84 +2 

70-79 0 

65-69 -2 

60-64 -3 

55-59 -4 

54-0 -5 

 
 
Cr it ical Ar t icle Analysis 
 
Cr it ical ar t icle analyses ar e wr it t en discussions (3.5 page minimum) and panel 
pr esent at ions of  assigned r eadings. Over  t he cour se of  t he semest er  you will be 
assigned t ext  ar t icles t o r eview based upon scheduled r eading set s. You will 
f or mally shar e your  insight s collect ively t hr ough a panel discussion. Two copies of  
t he summar y should be pr int ed f or  t he panel, a har d copy f or  t he inst r uct or  and a 
har d copy f or  your  pr esent at ion. You will be gr aded on bot h your  or al and wr it t en 
comment s. You will have appr oximat ely 10 minut es t o pr esent  t he maj or  point s and 
cor e ideas associat ed wit h your  analysis. Af t er  t he pr esent at ions you will f ield 
quest ions f r om your  f ellow classmat es and myself . Depending on t he size of  t he 
class panels will consist  of  2-4 st udent s. Panel discussions ar e or ganized based upon 
sect ion t opics and associat ed r eading set s. Readings will gener ally be assigned on a 
weekly basis. We will have approximately 4 panel discussions per section.  
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Things to keep in mind when constructing a Cr it ical Ar t icle Analysis 
  
• Maj or  point s, quest ions and concept s associat ed wit h t he sect ion. 
 
• Maj or  point s, quest ions and concept s associat ed wit h assigned r eadings. 

 
• Conclusion(s) r eached by each aut hor . 

 
• How does t he aut hor Õs discussion r elat e t o t he sect ion t heme and maj or  

quest ions? 
 

• What  ar e your  per sonal r ef lect ions? Does it  make sense? What  point s do you 
t hink wer e most  impor t ant ? Do you agr ee or  disagr ee wit h t he maj or  
assumpt ions and conclusions r eached? Explain why. 

 
• Be sur e t o include in your  analysis at least one additional source. 

 
• All wr it t en analysis should use APA f or mat t ing and st yle guide. See t he 

f ollowing websit e f or  suppor t : 
ht t p:/ / owl.english.pur due.edu/ owl/ r esour ce/ 560/ 01/  

 
Class At t endance 

 
This class is const r uct ed in a manner  t hat  st udent s must  be self - dir ect ed.  I nf or med 
dialogue, wit hin t his cont ext , is cent r al t o t he classr oom exper ience. For  t his r eason, and 
many ot her s, class at t endance is ext r emely impor t ant . To r eceive an A in t he cour se a 
st udent  cannot have more than 2 unexcused absences regardless of one’s critical 
analysis and test grades. For  ever y 3 unexcused absences st udent s will be dropped an 
entire letter grade.  
 
No Make-Up Exams  
 
No make up exams will be given except  f or  cir cumst ances t hat  ar e t ot ally beyond 
t he st udent Õs cont r ol.  This will be at the discretion of the instructor. 
St udent s Must  Read  
 
St udent s must read all assigned materials. This is mandat or y and ext r emely impor t ant  
f or  t he qualit y of  t he lear ning exper ience. St udent s ar e encour aged t o t ake t ot al 
r esponsibi lit y f or  t heir  own development  and by ext ension t he development  of  t he class. 
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ÒGener ali zedÓ Class Schedule 
 

 
Section I    August  20t h-Sept ember  24t h 

• I nt r oduct or y Comment s 
• Cor e Concept s 
• The Consumer  
• The Labor er  
• The Capit alist  
• The Nat ion St at e 

Required Readings: Talking Point s Reading Set s I -I V 
No classes on Monday, September 3rd & Friday, September 14th 
First Exam: Monday, September 24th 

 
 
Section II Sept ember  26t h-Oct ober  26t h 

• Populat ion 
• Pover t y, Hunger  and Economic Development  
• The Envir onment  
• Healt h and Disease 

Required Readings: Talking Point s Readings Set s V-VI I I  
Second Exam: Friday, October 26th 

 

 
Section III Oct ober  29t h -December  5t h 

• I ndigenous Peoples 
• Peasant  Pr ot est  
• Ant isyst emic Pr ot est  
• Religious Pr ot est  
• The Cit izen-Act ivist  

Required Readings: Talking Point s Reading Set s I X-XI I I  
November 21st-23rd, Thanksgiving Holiday, No Class 
Third Exam: Scheduled During Final Exam Week, To Be Announced 


