Kwasi Densu (ABD) Fall 2007
I nstructor, SPSU

Email: kdensu@spsu.edu

Class Days: Monday Wednesday

Global |Issues

Course | ntroduction

I n simple terms t his cour se seeks to address critical issues f acing t he
contemporary world. We will make an attempt to explore and engage relevant
theories and concepts that are usef ul in helping us to understand t he multiple social
and environmental challenges f acing human communities across the globe.

Wit hout question we live in what many describe as the era of QlobalizationO Global
war ming, economic expansion, national security, f ood shortages and abundance,
terrorism, social activism, technological innovation, the debt crisis, ethnic cleansing,
drought, urbanization, the Al DS crisis, population explosions and mass migration,
peak oil, etc., are salient issues that impact human communities across national
borders. The concept of globalization however, is of ten vague. Too of t en popular
definitions of globalization fail to give insight into the Gwts and bolt sOassociat ed
with the process. Questions like is globalization new? What are its social and
environment al dimensions? Who benefits? Who gives leadership to the process and
on what terms, are not of ten addressed in a manner that is clear and

compr ehensive.

Wit hin the context of this class we will explore these questions wit h a specific
emphasis on how our (per sonalOlives and social choices shape and are impacted by
the @ orcesOof globalization.




Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to:

1 Identify and describe some major political, economic, social and
environmental issues confronting the global community.

2. Evaluate major threats to peace and stability in the world today, and be able
to discuss the underlying reasons for alack of resolution.

3. Understand the role of power and military force in global af fairs and
limitations to the use of force.

4. Evaluate the demographic, economic, and et hno-national dimensions to issues
of development.

Required Textbook

Richard H. Robbins 2004. Talking Pants On Global | ssues: A Reader, Pear son
Education, | nc.

Suggested Text

Robbins, Richard H. Global Problems and the Culture of Capitalism, 3" edition
Pear son Education, | nc.

Mander, Jerry and Edward Goldsmith editors. The Case Against The Global
Economy: And For A Turn Towards Localization, 2" edition London: Earthscan
Publications

Cavanagh, John and Jerry Mander editors. 2004. Alternatives to Economic
Globalization: A Better World I s Possible, 2™ edition San-Franciso: Berrett-

Koehler Publishers

Moore, Mike. 2001 A World Without Walls: Freedom, Development, Free Trade
and Global Governance. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

Usef ul Websites

1 6lobal Problems and the Culture of Capitalism
http://faculty.plattsburgh.edu/ richard.robbins/ legacy/




2. Globalization: A Core Collection And More
http:/ / www.uf lib.uf |.edu/ cm/ business/ books/ globalbks.ht m

3. Globalization 101.0rg: A Student's Guide to Globalization
http:/ / www.globalization101.or g/ index.ht ml

4. International Forum on Globalization http:// www.if g.org/

5. 6lobal Policy Forum http://www.globalpolicy.or g/

6. United Nations http://www.un.org/

Course Evaluation

# Assignment 6rade Percentage
1.| 3 Exams 75% (25% each)
Critical Article Analysis 25%
3.| Pop Quizzes +or BN points

Class Culture & I nstruction Style

I n many ways this class will be unort hodox. The central goal of the courseisto
develop wit hin student s a t hought f ul, inf ormed, humanistic approach to

under standing the multiple problems f aced by human communities acr oss t he globe.
We will attempt to encourage you to reflect deeply upon your own cult ural values
and assumptions concerning lif e, human development and social conf lict through the
creation of an atmosphere that personalizes what we are studying. Class discussions
will be organized in a manner that encourages critical dialogue. This includes
thought f ul discussion and obviously debate. The course syllabus is simply a guide.
Although you ar e held responsible for the reading material it is imperative that you
attempt to engage it through your own historical experiences. We will of ten
QleviateOf rom the readings to include ot her topics that can give us greater insight
into the issues being discussed. | n many ways t his is the GheartOof the classroom
experience. Finally, images are extremely important. They of ten bring us closer to
Qeal lif eOso t o speak. For this reason this class uses multi-media resour ces
(particularly videos) extensively.




Exams

Over the course of the semester three exams will be given. Each exam will cover
the major issues, concepts and argument s associat ed wit h t he associat ed sections,
class notes, video presentations and class discussions. Each exam is worth 25% of
your final grade. The final exam (3" exam) is_not a comprehensive exam. I t will
cover section ||| of our syllabus.

Pop Quizzes

Pop quizzes will be given throughout the course of the semester. Depending on your
pop quiz average, your final grade will be impact ed positively or negatively by a
maximum of five points. The purpose of pop quizzes is to ensure that you are
reading, taking notes and engaging in critical reflection consistently t hr oughout
the semester. See scale below.

Quiz _Average Points
95-100 +5
90-95 +4
85-89 +3
80-84 +2
70-79 0
65-69 -2
60-64 -3
55-59 -4

54-0 -5

Critical Article Analysis

Critical article analyses are written discussions (3.5 page minimum) and panel
presentations of assigned readings. Over the course of the semester you will be
assigned text articles to review based upon scheduled reading sets. You will
formally share your insights collectively thr ough a panel discussion. Two copies of
the summary should be printed for the panel, a hard copy for the instructor and a
hard copy for your presentation. You will be graded on both your oral and written
comments. You will have approximately 10 minutes to present the major points and
core ideas associated with your analysis. After the presentations you will field
guestions from your fellow classmat es and myself. Depending on the size of the
class panels will consist of 2-4 students. Panel discussions are organized based upon
section topics and associat ed reading sets. Readings will generally be assigned on a
weekly basis. We will have approximately 4 panel discussions per section.




Things to keep in mind when constructing a Critical Article Analysis
* Major points, questions and concepts associated with t he section.
* Major points, questions and concepts associat ed wit h assigned readings.
* Conclusion(s) reached by each aut hor.

« How does the aut hor ® discussion relate to the section theme and major
guestions?

* What are your personal reflections? Does it make sense? What points do you
think were most important? Do you agree or disagree with t he major

assumptions and conclusions reached? Explain why.

* Besuretoinclude in your analysis at least one additional source.

e All written analysis should use APA formatting and style guide. See the
f ollowing websit e f or support:
http:/ / owl.english.pur due.edu/ owl/ resource/ 560/ 01/

Class Attendance

This class is constructed in a manner that students must be self- directed. | nformed
dialogue, wit hin this context, is central to t he classroom experience. For this reason, and
many ot hers, class attendance is extremely important. To receive an A inthe course a
student cannot have more than 2 unexcused absences regardless of one's critical
analysis and test grades. For every 3 unexcused absences students will be dropped an
entire letter grade.

No Make-Up Exams

No make up exams will be given except for circumstances that are totally beyond
the student® control. This will be at the discretion of the instructor.
Students Must Read

Students must read all assigned materials. This is mandatory and extremely impor t ant
for the quality of the learning experience. Students are encouraged to take total
responsibility for their own development and by extension the development of the class.




GeneralizedO Class Schedule

Section I  August 20'"-September 24'"
* Introductory Comments
* Core Concepts
* The Consumer
* The Laborer
* The Capit alist
* The Nation State
Required Readings: Talking Points Reading Sets | -1V
No classes on Monday, September 3™ & Friday, September 14th
First Exam: Monday, September 24™

Section II September 26'"-October 26"
* Population
* Poverty, Hunger and Economic Development
* The Environment
* Health and Disease
Required Readings: Talking Points Readings Sets V-VI | |
Second Exam: Friday, October 26™

Section IIT October 29'" -December 5"

* | ndigenous Peoples
* Peasant Protest
* Antisystemic Protest
* Religious Protest
* The Citizen-Activist

Required Readings: Talking Points Reading Sets | X-XI | |

November 21%"-23™, Thanksgiving Holiday, No Class

Third Exam: Scheduled During Final Exam Week, To Be Announced




