
Geog1101 Introduction to Human Geography
 9:30- TO 10:45 Tuesday-Thursday

Instructor : William E. Sadler                                                     Voice Mail/Phone:678-
915-3712

e-mail: wsadler@spsu.edu                                              Web Page:
http://sis.spsu.edu/geog.htm

Office Hours : Tuesday/Thursday 8:00 to 9:00 or by appointment

Textbooks:
1.      Kuby, Harner,  and Gober Human Geography in Action 4th Edition, Wiley 2006, ISBN 0-471-70121-1
2.      Rand McNally Goode’s World Atlas 21st Edition. ISBN 0-528-65000-3

Course Objectives: Students who complete this course successfully will be able to
• Use Maps to enhance "Spacial" Understanding
• Describe the interaction between the Physical environment and human Cultures
• Describe the distributions of man and his institutions (economic, political, cultural) over the earth
• Describe of the processes which produce the patterns of human spatial organization
• Understand the concept of Human Interaction in Geographic Models
• Apply critical reasoning to problems involving Human Geography

How to Succeed in this Class: Here are five things you can do that will greatly improve your chances of making a
satisfactory grade in this class:

• Read the syllabus: It is a lot of trouble to prepare so detailed a syllabus. You should assume I had a reason for it.
You should read every word in the syllabus during the first week of classes. I will not be sympathetic to
complaints that you didn't understand something about the course if it's written down in the syllabus.

• Read the textbook: You will get a lot more out of this class, if you read the assigned parts of the textbook before
the material is first due to be discussed. In my experience, students who don't complete the reading before it is
discussed either never complete it or try to cram it all in just before the exams. That doesn't work.

• Do the Activities: The homework assignments build upon one another. If you get behind, you will find it very
difficult to catch up. Moreover, when you read further in the syllabus, you will find that there are substantial
penalties for late or incomplete work.

• Allow enough time: More unsatisfactory grades are due to procrastination than any other cause. Do not assume
that you can complete the homework in the thirty minutes before the due date and time; you cannot. The most
successful students start this work this work the several days before it is due.

Grading:
A:=90 & Above; B:=80-89;C:=65-79:D:=50-65;F:=49 or less. The course grade will be determined by two tests , an oral
presentation, written report and a final exam.  Each test will be comprehensive. No make-up tests will be given. The final
grade will be reduced by up to five points each, for more than one documented unexcused absence. Many class room
presentations and sample tests are available in the SIS Lab(J-216) However, adequate notes are essential to do well in the
Course.  Students without adequate note taking material may be asked to leave the class.

Grading Plan:
                        15% Activities

10%        Journal and class Participation
45%         Examinations (three at 15% each)
10% Powerpoint Presentation on Regional Project
20%  Regional Project Written Report



Academic Honesty and Collaboration: Collaboration with your classmates in studying and understanding the material is
part of the collegiate experience, and is strongly encouraged. The electronic discussion areas are there to help you learn
from each other. You will be required to work together on group assignments. Collaboration on written assignments is
permitted and encouraged, but each student must turn in work written in his or her own words. Copying another's work will
be considered cheating; all students involved will receive a grade of zero and possibly other penalties including failure of the
course and dismissal from the University. Unless you are specifically advised otherwise by the instructor, any work other
than group assignments submitted for credit must be completely the work of the individual student. Collaboration or
cheating on examinations, Plagiarism, fabrication, or other academic misconduct  will result in a grade of zero and
possibly other penalties including failure of the course and dismissal from the University.  These course policies are
consistent with Southern Polytechnic State University's policies on academic honesty, which are described in the catalog
and the student handbook.

Activities: Home work Activities will be posted in the Class Assignments area at least a week before they're due.
Examinations will be based in part on the contents of the activities
: There are four possible grades for activities.
A grade of √+ indicates exemplary work or effort beyond what is normally expected.
 A grade of √  means your work meets expected standards.
Both receive full credit if submitted on time.
A grade of√- indicates that one or more areas of the assignment weren't completed satisfactorily. You may resubmit work
which receives an √- after revising it based on the instructor's comments. You have one week from the time work is graded
resubmit your work. If you do not resubmit within the allowed time, you will receive a grade of zero. There is no partial credit.
You must get a check or check-plus on an activitiy to receive credit for that activityotherwise, that assignment will be
counted as a zero. If your work is turned in very late or does not show an honest effort to complete the assignment, you will
receive a grade of zero which cannot be improved by resubmitting.

Region Project:
Using Internet and other Sources, prepare a report/presentation on the region selected. You will give a ten minute power
point, HTML or equivalent presentation to the class on a region selected from the list attached to this syllabus. The
presentation will be based on a written paper (Four pages double spaced, 12 point t, margins of no more than 1”). All
sources will be cited and an annotated bibliography will be included.  Paper will be graded on completeness and relevance
of content to concepts of the course. Class presentations will occur during the last month of the semester. Tthe written
report will be due on or before 12/06/06 The report and presentation will constitute 30 % of your course grade. Paper must
be submitted in hard copy. Presentation to class should include graphs, maps and charts to support your findings. Much
data can be obtained from the rather famous CIA World Fact Book but you should not rely on this or any other single
source.  The  report format is  mandatory and is part of  this syllabus. The instructor will assign a date for class presentation.

You should approach the project as follows:

• First, locate the data for each of your countries
• Second, consider both the Gross Domestic Product  and the Population of each country
• Third, Select the least developed country considering GDP and Population
• Fourth, Complete the statistical table for the selected Country
• Fifth, Select the most developed country considering GDP and Population
• Sixth, Complete the statistical table for the selected Country
• Seventh, Complete the Summary Statement and the Statistical table
• Eighth, select the data for your presentation and construct graphs to support your decision
• Ninth, complete the presentation
• Finally iIdentify and annotate sources and finish paper



Page 1 of Region Report

I. Summary Statement

Identify Stage of  Development using Rostow Model
Identify stage of Development of Highest and Lowest Countries

II. Statistical Summary Table

Indicator Lowest Highest Region

Gross Domestic Product (per capita)

Gross Domestic Product ( % by sector)

       Agriculture (Primary)

       Manufacturing (Secondary)

        Services (Tertiary)

Employment (% by Sector)

       Agriculture (Primary)

       Manufacturing (Secondary)

        Services (Tertiary)

World Trade Balance

        Exports

         Imports

Population

         Total

          Urban (%)

          Death Rate  (per 1,000)

          Birth Rate (per 1,000)

          Rate of Natural Increase (%)

Pages 2-4 of Region Report

III. Discussion  (As relevant to your region)
Population Policies
International Participation(WTO,IMF,OPEC, NATO, etc.)
Comparative Advantages
Political and Social Stability
U S Policy (actual and recommended changes)

IV. Annotated Bibliography
NOTE: Total of four pages, stapled with no folder. Place Region name, your name on upper right corner.



Class Assignment Schedule

Week Of Topic Assignment Activity

Aug  1-27  Introduction to

geography,

Maps – A Geographers

Tool 

Role of physical

geography

Plate Tectonics,

Volcanism, Earthquakes

 Goode's, pages vi-xii, 8-13

 http://sis.spsu.edu/Geoindex.htm

PowerPoint Presentations I-IV

Hurricane Tracking and

Political Decisions √   

Subduction and Public

policy √

Latitude and Longitude

√

Aug 28-

Sep3

Weather and Climate Goode's, pages  14-21

 http://sis.spsu.edu/Geoindex.htm

PowerPoint Presentations V-VI

Adiabatic Process √

Cyclones and Winds √

Sep 4-10  Models in Geography  Kuby, Chapter 2-4

 http://sis.spsu.edu/Geoindex.htm

Stages of Development

TEST 1

Sep 18-24  Population  Kuby, Chapter 5-

6http://sis.spsu.edu/Geoindex.htm

Presentation VI

Oct 2-8  Economic Development  Kuby, Chapter 7-8

http://sis.spsu.edu/Geoindex.htm

Presentations VII-IX

Oct 9-15   Energy and Fossil Fuels  http://sis.spsu.edu/Geoindex.htm

Presentations X-XII

Oct 16-22  Political Geography -

Religion

 Kuby, Chapters 12-12r

TEST 2

Nov 6-12   

Nov 13-19   

Nov 20-

Nov26  

  

Nov 27-

Dec3

  



Dec 4-10 Final Exam per University Schedule



Regional Projects
1.North America

United States
Canada
Mexico
2. Central America
Guatemala
Belize
Costa Rico
Honduras
Nicaragua
El Salvador
Panama
3. Caribbean
Cuba
Haiti
Dominican Republic
Jamaica
4. Lowland South
America
Brazil
Argentina
Uruguay
Paraguay
Venezuela
Surinam
Guyana
5. Andean South
America
Chile
Bolivia
Ecuador
Columbia
Peru
6. Western Europe
United Kingdom
Ireland
Germany
France
Netherlands
Belgium
Austria
7. Eastern Europe
Hungary
Poland
Czech Republic
Slovakia
Poland
Romania

Bulgaria
8. Mediterranean
Europe
Spain
Portugal
Italy
Greece
Turkey
Austria
9. Northern Europe
Norway
Sweden
Denmark
Finland
Latvia
Lithuania
Estonia
10. C. I.  S.Europe
Belarus
Ukraine
Russia
Moldavia
Georgia
Azerbaijan
Armenia
11. C. I/. S. Asia
Kazakhstan
Uzbekistan
Turkmenistan
Tajikistan
Kyggyzstan
12. Mediterranean
Africa
Morocco
Tunisia
Algeria
Libya
Egypt
13. Arid Africa
Sudan
Chad
Niger
Mali
Mauritania
Western Sahara
14. Western
Tropical  Africa
Senegal

Gambia
Guinea Bissau
Guinea
Burkina Faso
Ghana
Cote D'Ivoire
Togo
Benin
Nigeria
15. Central Sub
Sahara Africa
Cameroon
Equatorial Guinea
Central African
Republic
Gabon
Congo
Dem. Rep. Congo
Angola
Zambia
16. Eastern
SubSahara Africa
Eritrea
Ethiopia
Somalia
Uganda
Rwanda
Kenya
Tanzania
17. Southern Africa
Mozambique
Zimbabwe
Namibia
Botswana
Madagascar
South Africa
18. Mediterranean
Middle East
Israel
Lebanon
Jordan
Syria
19. Persian Gulf
Iran
Iraq
Saudi Arabia
Yemen
Qatar

United Arab Emirates
Bahrain
20. Indian
Subcontinent
Afghanistan
India
Pakistan
Bangladesh
Nepal
Bhutan
Sri Lanka
21. Indo China
Myanmar
Malaysia
Thailand
Singapore
Cambodia
Laos
Vietnam
22. Pacific Island
States
Indonesia
Philippines
Brunei
Australia
New Zealand
23. East Asia
China
Japan
South Korea
North Korea
Mongolia


